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STATE OF ILLINOIS

Pollution Control Board

Ms. MarieE.Tipsord
HearingOffice
Illinois PollutionControlBoard ~)C~~L4
100 W. Randolph,Suite11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

RE: ProposedRevisionsto LeakingUndergroundStorageTankRegulationsR04-22and
R04-23

DearMs. Tipsord:

Wearewriting you todaybecauseweareconcernedaboutproposedrevisionby the
Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency (JEPA)to theregulationsthat governleaking
undergroundstoragetanks(LUSTs).

My brotherandI operatedamarinain Oquawka,Illinois andaportionofourbusiness
wasselling gasolineto boaters.We compliedwith theStateregulationsfor registering
undergroundstoragetanks. In 1991 it was foundthatwehadsomeleakagefrom the
tanksandatthattimethetankswereremoved.We hiredanenvironmentengineering
finn andhadthesoil andgroundwatertestedto documentthecontamination.We have
paidout therequireddeductibleof$10,000,whichwasaconsiderablesumofmoneyfor
oursmall business.

Wehavecontinuedto retainandenvironmentalengineerandarenowworking with our
third environmentalfirm, UnitedScienceIndustries,Woodlawn,Illinois. Overthepast
fourteen(14)yearsourengineershavesubmittedseveralremediationplansto the IEPA
andall havebeenrejected.In onceinstance,it tooksolong to receivearesponsefrom
IEPA thattheproposedtechnologybecameobsolete.At thepresenttimeourengineeris
revisingourlatestproposalsothatit canberesubmittedto IEPA.

Theproposedrevisionsto theLUST FundRegulationsaregrosslyunfairto the
individualsthat haveLUST sites. We compliedwith all oftherequirementsandwere
approvedfor LUST Fundreimbursementfor cleanupcostsoverandabovethe$10,000
deductible. If therevisionsproposedby theIEPA increasetheamountofnon-
recoverablecostsfrom theLUST Fundbeyondourdeductible,weareadamantlyopposed
to thoserevisions. To increaseournon-recoverablecostsfrom theLUST Fundwill bea
significanthardship,for bothofus. We arebothretired‘and are64and68 yearsofage
living on fixed incomes.



If the intentoftheproposedrevisionsis to containremediationcoststhentheremustbe
otherconsiderationsthanshiftingunreimbursedcoststo thebacksoftheprivateproperty
owners. We wouldsuggestthat [EPArevisit thismatterandidentify abettermeansto
achievetheirgoals. Wewould stronglysuggestthat IPCBrejectthecurrentproposaland
demandthat anyfutureproposedrevisionbeappropriatelysupportedby scientificand
statisticaldatato ensurethatcostarecontrolledwithoutposingfmancialthreatsto the
privateindividualswho areunfortunateenoughto ownLUST sites.

Wewouldappreciateyourcarefulreviewandconsiderationofthis matter.

Sincerely,

KentDevore
Hal Devore
Formerownersof:
DevoreMarina, Inc.
P0Box 216
Oquawka,IL 61469


